Dissemination of Leishmania (Viannia) braziliensis.
Destructive human mucocutaneous leishmaniasis may appear many years after the primary cutaneous infection with Leishmania (Viannia) braziliensis. Hamsters (Mesocricetus auratus) were infected with metacyclic L. braziliensis promastigotes. It was found that secondary metastatic visceral lesions could arise from a primary cutaneous lesion, or secondary cutaneous lesions from a primary visceral lesion. Parasites in the viscera were shown to be viable, multiplying and capable of metastasis to either secondary visceral or cutaneous sites. The finding of an early metastasis in the wall of a small cutaneous vessel indicates that dissemination can occur by the haematogenous route. Slow growing organisms in viscera may thus be a source for late metastasis to mucocutaneous sites or for systemic relapse after immunosuppression.